Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PHNOM 15410 190226Z 
64 

ACTION 10-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-06 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 

INR-05 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 EB-07 AGR-05 OMB-01 TRSE-00 

SWF-01 /090W 

020968 

R 1901 10Z NOV 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8328 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY WILLINGTON 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 15410 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: UNGA, PFOR, EAID, CB 

SUBJECT: KHMER AT UNGA: EFFECT OF A CAMBODIAN SETTLEMENT ON 
WORLD RICE DISTRIBUTION 

1. IN ADDITION TO THE NUMEROUS ARGUMENTS WHICH HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN DEVELOPED IN FAVOR OF THE ASEAN RESOLUTION, AND THE 
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF THE KHMER PROBLEM WHICH IT ADVOCATES, 
THERE IS ANOTHER ASPECT OF THE CAMBODIAN WAR WHICH SEEMS 
PERTINENT TO US. 

2. IN RECENT YEARS THE UNITED 
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AS 300,000 TONS OF RICE A YEAR TO FEED THE PEOPLE OF THE 
KHMER REPUBLIC, RICE WHICH MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN 
USED TO HELP OTHER FOOD-DEFICIT COUNTRIES (SOME OF WHICH 
OPPOSE THE ASEAN RESOLUTION). 

3. IN THE EVENT OF AN EARLY NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IT 
MIGHT BE EXPECTED THAT NOT ONLY WOULD THIS RATHER LARGE 
INJECTION OF US FOOD ASSISTANCE INTO THE CAMBODIAN 
ECONOMY NO LONGER BE NECESSARY, BUT THAT NORMALLY HIGHLY 
PRODUCTIVE CAMBODIA MIGHT VERY SOON RESUME ITS ACCUSTOMED 
ROLE AS A SURPLUS PRODUCING, RICE-EXPORTING COUNTRY. AS 
RECENTLY AS FOUR YEARS AGO, CAMBODIA WAS EXPORTING AP- 
PROXIMATELY 250,000 TONS OF RICE A YEAR. THEREFORE, 

THE TOTAL SWING EFFECT ON WORLD RICE AVAILABILITY MIGHT 
BE OF THE ORDER OF A HALF MILLION OR MORE METRIC TONS. 

4. WHILE WE LEAVE IT TO THE DEPARTMENT AND USUN TO 
DECIDE WHETHER THIS ARGUMENT MIGHT BE USEFUL IN DISCUS- 
SIONS OF THE KHMER QUESTION, IT IS ONE ADDITIONAL EXAMPLE 
OF HOW AN EARLY PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THIS CONFLICT, 

SUCH AS IS CALLED FOR BY THE ASEAN RESOLUTION, COULD 
HAVE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS FOR OTHER NATIONS FAR REMOVED 
FROM SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

DEAN 
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